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Richard Gorman
b. 1946, Dublin, Ireland

A gifted colourist, Richard Gorman is best known for his paintings and works on paper exploring the dynamic
interplay between geometric forms. The artist’s work has been greatly influenced by his frequent and extended trips
to Japan - for over 25 years, he has visited the family-run Iwano paper factory in Echizen to produce his handmade
kozo washi paper. Produced on both a monumental and intimate scale, these paper works offer a delicacy and
fragility in counterpoint to his more robust oils on canvas. Both strands of Gorman’s practice draw their power
from the compositional tension between increasingly prominent and boldly simplified blocks of colour, often with a
subtly playful or humorous undertone.

Gorman has exhibited widely and regularly since the mid-1980s, especially in Dublin at Kerlin Gallery, and also in
London, Milan and Tokyo. Frequent and extended visits to Japan have notably influenced his working methods
and materials, most memorably in a series of highly successful large-scale works executed on handmade washi
paper that he produced in western Japan in 1999, 2003 and 2008.

Selected solo exhibitions include: dalkey and dalkey 2, Kerlin Gallery, Dublin (both 2020); Chigasaki Museum,
Japan (2019); Assab One, Milan (2015); Kerlin Gallery, Dublin (2016, 2012, 2006, 2003); The MAC, Belfast
(2014); Mitaka City Gallery of Art & Ashikaga City Museum of Art Japan (Both 2010); Royal Hibernian Academy,
Dublin (2009); Centre Culturel Irlandais, Paris (2007); Koriyama City Museum of Art Koriyama, Japan (2002);
Mural Koriyama City Museum of Art Fukushima, Japan (2002); Crawford Art Gallery, Cork, (2001) and Limerick
City Art Gallery, Limerick, Ireland (2000). Recent group exhibitions include: Irish Museum of Modern Art,
Dublin; Royal Hibernian Academy, Dublin; and ‘A Measured Quietude, an exhibition of contemporary Irish
drawings, which toured the Berkeley Art Museum, California and The Drawing Centre, New York.

Gorman’s work is represented in the collections of the Museum of Modern Art, Dublin; Koriyama City Museum of
Art, Japan; Centre of Contemporary Graphic Art, Fukishima, Japan; New York Public Library; Limerick City
Gallery; The Ulster Museum, Belfast and in private and corporate collections worldwide.
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